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Syllabus

Core Course-06
SOCIOLOGY OF RELIGION
(6 credits)

Course Objective

The course lays primacy to the understanding of religious over individual
religions. Drawing heavily from classical writings on the subject it
reinforces importance of the positions developed in these texts.
Implicitly numerous interconnections can be at tempted between
various themes, manifestly the overarching concern of the paper isto
follow up the linkage between social and religious trough different
registers mentioned in the outline.

’

Outline: 1. Social and Religious ¥ " (2 credits)

1.1. Formulating Religious
1.1.1. Social definitions of religion
1.1.2. Social functions of religion
1.2. Asceticism and Accumulation
1.2.1. Relationship between religion and socio-economic action
1.2.2. Contradiction between asceticism and accumulation
1.3. Theodicy and Eschatology . 2
1.3.1. Social implications of the Idea of divine Justice =
1.3.2. Social implications of the idea of death and salvation
1.4. State, Religion and Emancipation i
1.4.1. Religionand State. -+ i i .
1.4.2. Religion and community /'
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LS. Religious and Solitude

1.5.1. The isolation of the sacred

1.5.2. The sacred community and exclusion
2. Elements of Religious (2 credits)
2.1. Sacred, Myth, Ritual (meuning and significance)
(MY_‘ht)logy from North-East India can be used as reference for
scminars and presentations as directed by the course teacher)
2.2. Timeand Space

2.2.1. Irunscendence and time

2.2.2. Sacred marking of space WL Lo

Rationality gy i

2.3.1. Conecpt ofratxonahty (Mnx Webéif’

: -»w- e 4

2.3.2. Rationality inreligion” M e e

w 3 chhniquca of Rellgmus g r««,‘mm»i ’ bcrcdita)
1. Prayer i AR ”'i»,w'x:ﬁ k i

R 'leclnuqucsof?myelj ¢ R

'. e 1“"'{ ’b 4 Sl

3.1.2. Proyer s ritual
tohor .quﬂim ¥y

3.2. Craft
324 'l'ypew)f'craﬁ'
3.2,2. Functions of cmﬂs
3.3, Body
3.3.1, Gestures
©3,3.2. Performance

Couna Contents amifltlncrary e
U m \V[L

1.ﬂodnl and Rellgioul (Weeks 1-5) e o
A 'ﬁll%lu Religious e
1.1.1 Emile Durkheim. 1995. The Elcmmwforhs of religious
‘F 1% by Karen E. Fields, NGWYoﬂt'meee Press, :
Book omandconcluswn. Pp- 21-39.418-440 WW
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SYLLABUS

Semester-I
Generic Elective 01

Total Credit=6

Total Marks 80+20=100

Total Classes: 38

Total Tutorials: 7

Class duration: 1 class=1 hour
1 tutorial = 1 hour

6 classes per week

INDIAN SOCIETY: IMAGES AND REALITIES

Course Objective:

This course seeks to provide an interdisciplinary introduction to Indian
society.

Classes | Tutorials| Marks

1 Sociological understanding of - 10 2 25
Ideas of India: Civilization,
Colony, Nation and Society
(3 Weeks)

. Institutions and Processes
(9 Weeks)
Village, Town and Region
Caste, Religion and Ethnicity
Family and Gender -
Political Economy

. Critical understanding of :
Civilization, colony,
Nation and society (2 Weeks)

COURSE CONTENTS AND ITINERARY
Ideas of India : Civilization, Colony, Nation and Society (3
‘ Weeks)
Embree, Ainslie Thomas,. Imagining India. Delhi: Oxford University Press,
1989. Chapter 1- Brahmanical Ideology and Regional Identities. Pp. 9 —27
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Cohn, Bernard. India: Social Anthropology of a Civilization, Delhi: OUP.
Chapters 1,3, S & 8(1-7,24-31, 51-59,79-97)

2. Institutions and Processes (9 Weeks)
Village, Town and Region
Breman, Jan. *The Village in Focus’ from the Village Asia Revisited, Delhi:
OUP 1997. Pp. 15-64
Cohn, Bernard, An Anthropologist Among Historians and Other Essays,
Delhi: OUP, 1987, Chapters. 4 and 6. Pp.78-85 & 100135

Caste, Religion and Ethnicity

Mines, Diane P. Caste in India. Ann Arbor, Mich.: Association for Asian
Studies, 2009. Pp. 1-35

Fuller, C. J. The Camphor Flame: Popular Hinduism and Society in India.
Delhi: Viking, 1992. Chapter 1. Pp. 3 —28.

Ahmad, Imtiaz et.al (eds). Pluralism and Equality: Values in Indian Society
and Politics, Sage : New Delhi, 2000. Chapter: ‘Basic Conflict of ‘we” and
‘they” Between religious traditions, between Hindus, Muslims and Chris-
tians’. Pp.

Family and Gender

Dube, Leela. *On the Construction of Gender: Hindu Girls in Patrilineal
India’. Economic and Political Weekly, Vol. 23, No. 18 (Apr. 30, 1988), pp.
WS11 WS19

Gray, John N. & David J. Mearns. Society from the Inside Out: Anthropo-
logical Perspectives on the South Asian Household. New Delhi: Sage,

1989. Chapter 3. (Sylvia Vatuk) Household Form and Formation: Variabil-
ity and Social Change among South Indian Muslims. Pp. 107-137

Political Economy
Chatterjee, Partha. State and Politics in India. Delhi: Oxford University

Press, 1997. Introduction: A Political History of Independent India. Pp. 1-39

Critiques (2 Weeks) _
' Omvedt, Gail. Understanding Caste. New Delhi: Orient Black Swan, 2011.

Chapters. 5,9, 11 and Conclusion. Pp. 30-38, 6773, 83 ~90,97 105
Sangari, Kumkum and Sudesh Vaid. Recasting Women: Essays in Indian
 Colonial History. New Brunswick: Rutgers University Press. Introduction,

Pp.1-28 :
Brass, Paul, 1991 “Ethnicity and Nationalism: Theory and Comparison

Suo f_ub!igi;lqn. PP
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UNNAYANAR PUNARCHINTAN : A Book on Rethinking
Development written in Assamese as per new (CBCS) syllabus (2019-
2020) of Dibrugarah University by Dr. Rajen Borah, Associate Prof.
and Head, Department of Sociology, Jorhat Kendriya Mahavidyalaya,
Dr. Pankaj Boruah, Asstt. Prof. Morongi Mahavidyalaya (Degree),
Doigrong, Golaghat and Dr. Akhil Borah, Asstt. Prof. Morongi
Mahavidyalaya (Degree), Doigrong, Golaghat and Published by Bidya
Bhawan, M.G. Road, Jorhat (Assam).

First edition : November, 2020 Price : Two hundred only/-
eFHE S AfSra=F ¢
e
«aw, & 9'e, @egb ->

© EAFITR B ALTG AEES

-

2T 2P 2 AR, 030
e ¢ R00.00/-5F WA
@GS ¢ AACST TCR2A
wrwa e ¢ ferg= ==t

ISBN : 978-81-946924-5-4

Gl ¢ TAFOF! THCRS RGBS, Wieen wifel, caa=ie

No part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or
by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, recording,
or any information, storage and retrieval system, without permission in writing
from the publisher.
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Course Contents and Itinerary

1. Unpacking Development (4 Weeks)

Bernstein, Henry. Underdevelopment and Development.

Harmondsworth:
Wolfgang, Sachs (ed.) The Development Dictionary: A Guide to
Knowledge and Power. London: Zed Books. 1992, pp. 1-21.

Rist, Gilbert. The History of Development. London: Zed, 2008. .

Pp.8-46

Ferguson, J.2005.  Anthropology and its Evil Twin; ‘Development’
in the Constitution of a Discipline’, in M. Edelman and A. Haugerud
(eds.) The Anthropology of Development and Globalization.
Blackwell Publishing, pp 140-151.

1, Theorizing Development (5 Weeks)

Harrison, David. The Sociology Of Modernization And Devel-
opment. London: Routledge, 1991, Chapters 1 &2. Pp. 1 - 54

Frank, Andre Gunder. 1966. ‘The Development of Underdevelop-
ment’, Monthly Review. 18 (4) September 17-31,

Redelift, Michacl. 1984. Development and the Environmental Cri-

sis. Red or Green alternatives? New York: Methuen & Co. Chapter

Land 7, pp5-19, 122-130“;.“[ - SR

Agragolontl 2

ny O rigined ZE
Kalyan. 2007. Rethinking Capitalist Developmen: Primi-
o Gl 00 o Sp B

Sen, A, 1999, Development as Freedom. New Delhi : Oxford
University Press, pp. 3-11

‘\ 3, Developmental Regimes in India (3 Weeks)
Bardhan, Pranab. The Political Economy of Development In
India. Delhi: Oxford, 1992. Pp. 1-60
Chatterjee, Partha, Democracy and Economic Transformation in
India, Economic and Political Weekly, Vol. 43, No. 16 (Apr. 19-25,
2008), pp. $3-62

4, Issues in Developmental Praxis (2 Weeks)

Scudder T. 1996. ‘Induced Impoverishment, Resistance and River
Basin Development’ in Christopher McDowell (ed.) Understanding
Impoverishment: The Consequences of Development Induced Dis-
placement, Oxford: Berghahn books. Pp. 49-78.

Sharma, Aradhana. Logics of Empowerment: Development, Gen-
der and Governance in Neoliberal India. Minneapolis: University
of Minnesota Press, 2008. Chapters. Introduction, Chapter 4 and Con-
clusion
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