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Marx’s View of Religion

&5 Dr Akhil Borah

Karl Marx was a German philosopher. Born in Trier,
Germany in 5™ May, 1818. He was an economist,
sociologist, historian, political theorist and socialist
revolutionary. Marx studied law and philosophy at the
universities of Bonn and Berlin. Karl Marx did not publish
A specific monograph on religion, but his analyses of
religion are very significant.

According to Karl Marx, religion is like any other
gocial institutions in that it is dependent upon the material
and economic realities in a given society. So, religion can

~only be understood in relation to their social systems and
~ the economic structures of society sirice it is a creature of
productive forces. For Karl Marx, the religious world is
but the reflex of the real world. He is functionalist and so,
his interpretation of religion thus can be said as functional
because he is concerned with the social purpose of religion
and not on the religious doctrine or the religious beliefs as
such.

Like Marx, some other functionalists have given
their opinion on religion and its social impact, but Marx
opinion on religion quietly different from them. In Marx
opinion, religion is an illusion that provides reasons and
excuses to keep society functioning just as it are. For Marx,
religion is alienating, hypocritical and irrational. According
to him religion is irrational because it is a delusion and a
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BAMAJIK STOREEKARAN : A Book on Social Stratification
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- and Method. OUP : New Delhi, pp 134-150

112 Berger. 1967. The Sacred Canapy. Garden ity
New York, pp 175-186.

113 Asad.T. 1993. Genealogies of Religion : Disci-

pline and Reasons of Power in Christianity and

[slam, John Hopkins Press : Baltimore, pp 27-54.

1.2 Sacred and Profane

121" Durkheim, E. 2001, The Blementary Forms of
the Religious Life. Carol Cosman trans). Oxford
: Oxford University Press, pp 25-46; §7-100; 13-
182,

1.3 Religion and Rationalization
13,1 Weber Max. 1905. The Protestant Ethic and the
Spirit of Capitalism, New York : Free Press, pp
39-50.

14 Rites of Passage
14.1 GennepA. V, 1960. Rites of Passage. London ;
Routledge and Kegan and Paul, pp 1-14; 65-70;
74-77: 85:90; 101-107; 116-128; 130-135 &
141-165

2 Religion in India (5 weeks)
21,1 Sontheimer, Gunther-Dietz, and Hermann Kulke.
Hinduism Reconsidered New Delhi: Manobr,
2001, Hinduism : The Five Components and their

Interaction. pp. 305-322.

2,12 Fuller, C. J. 2004, The Camphor Flame : Popu-
lar Hindhism and Society in India, New Jersey
Princeton University Press, Introduction,

13 Srinivas, M. N. 1952. Religion and Society
among the Coorgs of South India, Clarendon ;
Oxford, pp 100-122.

4 Momin.A.R,, 2004, The Indo-Islamic Tradition'
in Robinson, R. (ed.) Saciology of Religion in In-
dia. New Delhi: Sage. pp 84-99.

5 Robinson, R. 2003, ‘Christianity in the Context of
Indian Society and Culture' in Das Veena (ed.)
Oxford Indian Companion to Sociology and
Social Anthropology, OUP : New Delhi, pp. $84-
0

6 Uberoi, J. P. S. 1991, 'The Five Symbols of
Sikhism'in Madan, T.N. (ed.) Religion in India.
New Delhi: OUP, pp 320-333.

1 Omvedt, G. 2003, Buddhism in India : Challeng-
ing Brahmanism and Caste, New Delhi : Sage,
pp 23-33. :

18 Dundas, Paul. 2002. The Jains. London.
Routledge. pp 1-11.

3, Secularism and Communalism (5 weeks)
K 3.1 Chadwick, Owen. The Secularization of the Euro-
pean Mind in the Nineteenth Contury. Cambridge
Cambridge University Press, 1975, pp 0. .

32 Madan, T N, 1991, Secularsminits Place inTN. [}
o) Reliionin i New Deli: OUP
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“Indian Sociological Traditions written in Assamese as per new (CHESy - -
syllabus of Dibrugarah University by Dr. Rajen Borah, Associate Prof.
& Head, Department of Sociology, Jorhat Kendriya Mahavidyalaya,
Dr. Akhil Borah, Asstt. Prof. & Head, Department of Sociology,
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6. Leela Dube
6.1 Casteand Gender
7. T.K. Qomen
1.1 Social Transformation in India

COURSE CONTENTS AND ITINERARY
I 1. G.S. Ghurye (Weeks 1-2)
Upadhya, Carol 2010, “The Idea of an Indian Society: GS.

Ghurye and the Making of Indian Sociology™ in Patricia
Uberoi, Satish Despande and Nandini

Sundar (ed) Anthropology in the East: Founders of Indian
Sociology and Anthropology New Delhi: Permanent Black

Ghurye, GS. 1969, Caste and Race in India, Delhi: Popular
Prakashan Pp 114-140,404-460 (82 pages)

1.2.1. Ghurye, GS. 1962, Cities and Civilization, Delhi: Popular
Prakashan

p 2 D.P Mukerj (Weeks 56

Madan, T.N. 2010, “Search for Synthesis: The Sociology of
D. P. Mukerji” in

Patricia Uberoi, Satish Despande and Nandini Sundar (ed)
Anthropology in the East: Founders of Indian Sociology and
Anthropology, New Delhi: Permanent Black

Mukerji D.P. (1958 second edition 2002), Diversities: Es-
says in Economics, Sociology and Other Social Problems,
Delhi: Manak Publications Pg 177-225,261-276

32.1. Chakraborty, D 2010, D P Mukerji and the Middle
Class in India, Sociological Bulletin 59(2), May-Au-

Qust 235-255

i

3. M.N. Srinivas (Week 9-10)

Srinivas, M.N. 1996, Indian Anthropologists and the study of
Indian Society EPW 31(11) 656-657

Srinivas, MN. 1971, Social Change in Modern India Uni-
versity of California Press Berkeley Chp 4-5

Srinivas, M. N.1992, On Living in a Revolution and Other
Essays, Delhi: OUP Chp 1,2,3,5&7

4. Verrier Elwin (Week 7-8)

{

Guha, Ramchandra 2010, “Between Anthropology and Lit-
erature: The Ethnographies of Verrier Elwin” in Patricia
Uberoi, Satish Despande and

 Nandini Sundar (eds) Anthropology in the East: Founders of

Indian Sociology and Anthropology, New Delhi: Permanent
Black

Elwin, Verrier 1955, The Religion of an Indian Tribe, Bombay:
OUPChp 11, 15, 16,17

Munshi, Indra 2004, “Verrier Elwin and Tribal Development™
in TB. Subba and Sujit Som (eds) Between Ethnography
and Fiction: Verrier Elwin and the Tribal Question in India,

New Delhi: Orient Longman

‘0 5. B.R.Ambedkar

Said. Edward, (1993): “Cultural Imperialism”, Penguine
Books, India,
Said., Edward. (1995): “Qrientalism: Conceptions of the Ori-

ent”., Penguine Books.

6. Leela Dube (Week 13-14)

ﬁ Dube, Leela 196
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