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Women Empowerment & &,
Gender Sensitisation

Education and Women Empowerment in India
Dr. Daisy Rani Chutia

Assistant professor, Department of Education
Marangi Mahabidyalaya (Degree), Golaghat, Assam

- Abstract:

" Women comprise nearly half of the population in India as elsewhere in

the world. Yet, for centuries they have been pushed aside from the path of

development in the name of customs, traditions and religion. For ages, they

. have been denied opportunities for social, economic and political development

“which in its turn has contributed to the con:tinuing underdevelopment of the
- country as a whole. Sy 3

Women education in India has also been a major preoccupation of both

- the government and civil society as educated women can play a very important

- role in the development of the countrye Educatiom;i"sone of the most important
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Women Empowerment &
b i
Gender Sensitisation

Empowerment can be viewed as means of creating a social envire
in which one can make decisions and make choice either individu
collectively for social transformation. The empowerment strengthe
innate ability by way of acquiring knowledge, power and experience (Hz
Schuler and Riley, 1996). Empowerment is the process of enabl
authorizing individual to think, take action and control work
autonomous way. It is the process by which one can gain control ovex
destiny and the circumstances of one’s lives. Women empowermen
concept was introduced at the International women Conference in 1¢
Nairobi, which defined it as redistribution of social power and cont
resource in favour of women empowerment of women is empowerme
family/household and in turn develépment of a nation. Women const
almost half of the population in the world. But the hegemonic masc
ideology made them suffer a lot as.they were denied equal opportuniti
different parts of the world. The rise of feminist ideas has, however, led t
tremendous improvement of women’s condition through- out the wor.
recent times Access to education has been one of the most pressing dem:
of theses women’s rights movements. Women education in India plays a’
important role in the overall development of the country. It not only hely
the development of half of the human resources, but in improving the qus
of life at home and outside. Women empowerment is not limited only for
Indian society. If we deliber the global aspectx m tlps regard, 1t cax
seen that women are being given '
history also tells tliat wom‘exgv
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Dr. Daisy Rani Chutia

Introduction : WA -

Fifty years after independence and about the same span
of planned development, women’s position in India is still grim.
‘Their position has worsened considerably in almost every sphere
of life with the exception of some gains for middle class women in
terms of education and employment. The available literature on
women in Indiahas brought to light many negative social practices
like rape, wife battering, domestic violence, dowry deaths,
prostitutions and working long hours within and outside the home
without recognition .All these indicate the declining value of women
inalmost every sphere of life. Swami Vivekananda said,”A country
which don’t respect women have never become great nor will
ever be in future”. Any nation or any country can attain its full
status only when its women are treated as equal to men and have
enjoy the same rights and privileges without any discrimination.
“Status’ denotes position interms of rights and obligations in society.

" About the Thengal Kachari community : : ’ip

TRIBALWOMEN IN THE CHANGING SCENARIO OF NORTH - EAST INDIA I 93

T other words, status refers to the relative position of a person or

,qa;egglygqusominmofpmﬁgemdhmnanahwdm@

inheritance or acquiﬁition of wealth, power and authority.

Tt Parsons (195identfsiatbutsof s, i

bothaascribed and achieved. They are:

G A 8 Petsonalqualitia

. e Achievements

(] Possession

. Aﬁthority and

) Power

Who are tribal? In general usages the word ‘tribe’ istaken
to denote a primary aggregate of people living in a primitive or / /\\g
barbarous condition under a headman or chief. Tribal women AN
diverse ethnically, linguistically, geographically and also historically. \Q?},; X
Majority of them are found in rural areas where they are \‘\9 S i
disadvantaged in terms of education, occupation etc. It is also QQ;QQ
important to note that womenin tribal societies could be considered, \\@‘
doubtly disadvantaged in the first instance as tribal and in the second
as women. ‘Education’ is an effective tool that helps the tribal
women toacquire knowledge forimproving and empowering their
tasks inall fields. o N
A
st &3
The thengal Kachari is one of the sub-community of the \%0 $ ;

greater kachari tribe of Assam. Historically the Thengal'l_mi}}an Q%\&
had been part of the great Bodo group of the Mongoloid family Sp‘ |
who ruled different parts of Assam under different names and at ’

different points of ti Scanned by TapScanner
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