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Editorial

Society and Literature

Literature is the mirror of human thought and feel-

ings. It attracts the readers in 370 ways—the matter and

manner of expressing thoghts and ideas and adds to their *

fund of knowledge and experience.

We live in a society. As social being we like to hear

about our fellow men who live in society, their thoughts
and feelings, their likes and dislikes. The persons who have
the power of language to express human feelings, can be
regarded as litterateur who are well on the way to creating
literature. In other words, the subject matter of literature
is society in some form or other. A novelist portrays his
story of a specific or we may say multi-specific background,
a poet expresses his feeling on various heart touching world
of human emotion, enxiety etc. and we who read their works
are interested and feel at one with him and ourselves. After
all, society is this bond of fellov::%iip between man and man
through communication that the poet or writer seeks.

If literature expresses social sympathies, naturally
it is bound to exercise some positive influence on our mind
and attitude. Society reacts to literature in a living way. Any
inspiring piece of literary work creates general influence
on society. It rouses our feelings and enthusiasm for wel-
fare.

Mathew Arnold says that more and more mankind
will discover that we have to turn to poetry to interpret life
for us, to console us, to sustain us. Shelley has also called
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poets the unacknowledged legislators of mankind. The func-
tion of a legislator is to lay down the law, a settled course
of action that men may follow. Poetry and literature gen-
erally dothis in a quiet and unobtrusive way. Novels are
known to have changed the direction of the human mind
and setin motion movements that have altered our ways of
life. The novels of E. M. Forster indicates humanist view
of life. He trics to focus on human relationships and the
need fortolerance, sympathy and love between individual
human beings from different parts of society and different
cultures_, '

The influence of literature on society is felt directly
or indiectly. Thus Miss Stowe’s “Uncle Tom’s Cabin’ was
directly responsible for a movement against slavery inlit-
erature and life in USA of those days. The novels of Dickens
had an indirect influence in creating in society a feeling
for regulating and removing social wrongs, calling for nec-
essary reforms, Hardy’s “Tess of the D’Utbervilles™ is a
vivid reflection of the social and moral degradation of the
eighteenth and mnbteenth century England. Itis truely a
symbolic representanon of the disintegration of the En-
glish peasantry which can be regarded as the realistic out
come of the Industrial Revolution.

Thus, society creates literature. From this point 0 \..‘|
view, literature may be regarded as the mirror of the a“‘
ety. But the quality and nature of the reflection d
upon the writer’s attitude of mind, whether he is prgres-
sive in his outlook or reactionary.

Naturally, conservative-minded writer will stress
those aspects of social life, which put the traditional ways
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of life in the best possible way. On the other hand, a pro-

gressive writer will tend to show how old ideals act as re-

straints on the natural freedom of the human mind, cripple

the fi : : Contents
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Influence of British Education System
and Contribution of ‘Kiran Bala Bora’ in
Freedom Movement of Assam

Dr.Daisy rani Chutia
Assistant professor
Department f Education
Marangi Mahavidyalaya

Abstract:

The paper attempts to know about the influence of British
Education system in Assam and also to know the
contribution of Kiran Bala Bora, a famous freedom fighter
of Assam in the Freedom moyvement of Assam. . British -
rule is said to have been responsible for the modernization
witnessed in the Indian civilization. Lord Curzon’s efforts
in the 20" century gave way to spread of higher education
‘within the masses and channelized Indian education system.
Due to the effects of British Education in India, Indians
were able to grow segcularism, modernity, democratic
attitudes, rationality together with Nationalistic ideals. Also
encouragement was received by the local literature and
languages. This helps in the formation.of unity in the thinking
~ process amongst the educated groups. Kiran BalaBoraisa
 well-known freedom fighter of Assam, India. She is well
~ known for her participation in the civil disobedience
. movements of the 1930s and 1940s, which contributed to

the independence of India. She was a pW
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activities during the freedom struggle period. Like
boycottmg of the non- cooperation movement She stamd
spinning cotton and making her own cloth instead of buymg

clothes manufactured in Europe. She also worked agamst

the use of narcotic substances like opium.

This paper is tried to be written only on the basis of 2"
hand data and is descriptive in nature. Data has been collected
from different historical books, paper cut, journals websites

etc.

Key words: Freedom movement, British, Indigenous,
Education, freedc..i fighters etc.

Introduction:

~ “An investment in knowledge pays the best interest.”—
Benjamin Franklin

Everyone knows that education is a powerful tool tounlock
the golden door of freedom that can change the world. With
the advent of the British Rule in India, their policies and
measures breached the legacies of traditional schools of
learning which resulted in the need for creating a class of
subordinates. To achieve this goal, they instituted a number
of acts to create an Indian canvas of English colour through
the education system. In pre-British days, Hindus and
Muslims were educated through Pathsala and Madrassa
Respectively. Under British rule, modern education began

in India, The East India Company, during their first 60years  $

of rule didn’t care much for the education of those they

ruled in India.
The English Education Act 1835 was a legislative

51 /] 08

L Labort—

;r The main obj eetwes of the study are-

: 1‘.‘ Study about the influence of British Educat1 stem
:nAssam W

'2. Study about the contribution of Kiran Bala Bora in
" 'Freedom Movement of Assam.

* Methodology: This paper is written only on thebas:s of 2™ ;
_ hand data and is descriptive in nature. Data has been collected

of the Council of India, gave effect to a decision in

: by lord William Bentinck, then Governor-General of
Bnmh East India Company, to reallocate funds it was
“seauired by the British Parliament to spend on education
- ¢ in India. British rule is said to have been
asible for the modernization witnessed in the Indian

4 ation. Lord Curzon’s efforts in the 20 century gave

’ spread of higher education within the masses and
anelized [ndian education system. Due to the effects of

itish Educatlon in India , Indians were able to grow
; arism, modernity, democratic attitudes, rationality

ethe: with Nationalistic ideals. Also encouragement was
eived by the local literature and languages. This helps in
formatlon of unity in the thinking process amongst the
acated group. The main objective of British education in

india was to form aclass of interpreters between the British
TS and the millions of Indians they governed. The second
objective was to create a class of persons, Indian in blood

= i)

and oolour by British in taste, opinion, morals and intellect.
' cttves of the Study %
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MULTIDISCIPLINARY
RESERACH

AN OVERVIEW Editorial
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. wwwmahaveerpublications.com e multidisciptinary and mixed method of research design involves all the

: . subjectareas ofocil seiences uchas palicalscience, sociology histry,

0: Editors ; . cconomics literature ete. The editors of this book have organized a

-~ delightfullyinclusive collction of chaptersfrom various authors epresenting

First Edition:  ifferent disciplines. The topics included in the book highlighted teacher
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it tends to be applied and action or policy-orientated”. In India the
National Educational Policy-2020 envisaged to transform higher education
to more inclusive holistic and multidisciplinary in nature. This will represent

a unique educational approach that will allow students to construct and
explore knowledge from different curricular and co-curricular areas. The
education policy endorsed that multidisciplinary curriculum comprises arts,
science, humanities, and health and well-being. Multidisciplinary approach -
reflects the Man-making education of Swami Vivekananda, Integral
education of Sri Aurobindo and Basic education of Mahatma Gandhi

in the true sense. Moreover, this book has tried to represent varieties of
research areas under one umbrella. Effort has been made to present the
search of new knowledge by various researchers of different subject
areas. It is best mentioned by Peter Sondergaard, Information is the oil

of the 21 century and analytics is the combustion engine.
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