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Gandhis views on religion with
special reference to his daily life :
A Study

-

Dr. Mamoni Mahanta
Assistant Professor

Department of History

Marangi Mahabzdyalaya (Degree)

Introduction: _y ;
“Religion is a matter of the heart. No physical

inconvenience can warrant abandonment of one’s own
religion”. M.K. Gandhi.

Religion embraces the totality of men’s activities and
personality. He believed that a society in an exclusively religious
life without human concerns would not be worth living. Mahatma
Gandhi was the most outstanding figure of the twentieth century._a—

He occupies a unique place as aleader of the people of M
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He also occupies an important place as areligious thinker, Gandhi

i
B

I:

o

had a very broad view regarding religion. Accordingto him, “you
must watch my life, how [ eat, sit, talk and behave in general. =

The sum total of all these in me is my religion”. By religion

Gandhi did not mean only believe in God. His view onreligion

was very secular in nature. He wanted to apply his philosophical

and eligious principles inhisday o day life He advocatedthe

principles of equality

AFirm believer in God :

Gandhi was a firm believer in God. He claimed to have a
living faithin the abiding presence of God forhim. God isanunseen
power. In his own words, “To me God is truth and love; God
is ethics and morality; God is fearlessness. God is source of
love. Godis source of light. God is consciousness. " From these
cxp&'aswmmdemﬂhisindomitable faith inthe living
God who provides everything in the universe.

Religimlmsagmtmonhumansociet}: Faithisthe
foundation of every religion. Gandhi says, Faithis nothing but
a living, wide awake consciousness of God within.” In his
views true religion consists of aving faithin God living in presence
of(hdhmxsfaithinfuturelife,imrmhanda}ﬁmsa Forhim
living faith <1 God meansacceptance of rotherhood of mankind.
Gandhi supported two different notions of reality that helped in
correctly judging the faiths of various religions. He believed in

twin doctrine of satya (truth) and ahimsa non-violence). These

L
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two principleshelpedGandhiinevolvingoonmnﬁvevhsof
xeligionGarldhisoughlmlmmbmditidunidwithkm,m
injury ornon-violence. Thus, for Gandhi, there is no religion other
than truth, Truth is absolute. Gandhi refused to make any
compromise with truth on the grounds of reasons of politics or
state. He regardedtrmhtobehiglwmtegoryt!mmmaj.'

Religious Influence on Gandhi:

Gandh imbibed his religious outlook from the vry early
life The saininessof his mother reatly impressed him. His mother
PmlibaLalaiyofmostdevommpaarmmﬂlmwdhiﬂdigkm
thoughts. “The outstanding impression” says Gandhi, my mother
has left on my memory is that of saintliness”. She was deeply
religious. She would notthink of taking her meals without daily
progress. n his childhood, his father, thougha Vaishnava, was
frequently viited by Jainmonks, Musalmanand Parsi friends with
whom he discussed their respective faiths, always listening to them
withrespectand interest, Gandhi leamt Ramayana from his family
background. The recitation of Ramanam, the listening to the reading
of Tulsidas’s Ramayana and the Bhagava Gita and the stories of
shravana and Harichandra, inculcated in him adeep convictionin
the supremacy of truth s the essence of all morality.

/ v Sanatani Hindu:

4
\

B
) K4
g AN
» {‘ \}’b

Mahatma Gandhi initally called himselfa Sanatani Hindu.
b * ..
‘\“lﬂiuism according to hinyis the most tolerant and liberal religion.
d
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Political Condition of Kamarupa at
the Time of the Advent of
Sui-Ka-Pha

#Dr. Mamoni Mahanta

The whole Brahmaputra valley was disintegrated at the
time of the advent of Sui-Ka-Pha to this region. After the
decline of Pala dynasty in the middle of the 12* century
AD. the glory of the ancient Kamarupa was declined and a
new kingdom named Kamata was established. The political
history of Kamarupa at the time of advent of Sui-Ka-Pha
¢.g. inthe beginning of 13® century was  disintegrated one
due to repeated invasion of the Muhammedans from west
and Tais from the east. Bornodi was the western boundary
of Kamarupa at that time which is known from a stone
inscription named Kanai Borosi Bwoa found near North
Guwahati where it is mentioned that the Muhammedan
expedition under Muhammed Bin Bukhtyar was completely
devasted inAssam in 1206 A.D. The second Muhammedan
expedition under Ghiyasuddin lwaz Khalji was alsoended
in failure (1227 A.D.) But in the third expedition under
Nassiruddin in 1228 AD. the king of Kamarupa (Prithu)
was defeated and killed. In his place one successor was
appointed on the condition of payingan annvel tribute. But
as so0n 2 Nassiruddin left Assam the king of Kamarupa
declared himselfindependent, Even before the coming of

EEKSHA /174

.

were the ancient kingdoms of Kamarupa,
Aorans BOﬁhlS,ChUtlﬂS,TﬁpW&,M&ﬂIpm,
Yand the independent chiefs or landlords
5. Dr. Padmeswar Gogoi in his book, “The

i Kingdoms”, gives us a description of the

territorial divisions of Assam from an
ipt copy of an old Assamese manuscript
n Vansavali?

oms of Brahamaputra Valley:

a Kingdom:
result of frequent Muhammdan invasions the
pa lost his control over eastern part of the
in the Sadiya region Chutiyas became
ing the reign of their most powerful king
lwho was said to have ruled from 1210-1250
Elias in his book “History of Shans” and inthe
Buranji” it is mentioned that when Sui-Ka-
ed the Brahmaputra valley Kossi was the king of
2s.* Kossi belonged to the ancient Chutia dynasty,
er was Asmavinna, the descendants of whom
western side of Udaigiri hill with Sri Lubit

he B rahmaputra) as its capital® The Chutia

of Sadiya was bounded on the west by the tiver
ibutary of Subansiri, on the west by the

makmda, on the north by the hills and onthe south by

ridihing *After the death of Dhimarayan alies
haj Pal, the Chutiya kingdom was annexed o the

sedomin 1523A.D. ¥
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Book published as author or Editor
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sentation, Preparing the Text, Using Visual | -
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quiries and Replies, Orders and Replies Com-
plaints and Claims, Sales Letter, Credit Let-
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