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Editorial

Society and Literature

Literature is the mirror of human thought and feel-

ings. It attracts the readers in o ways—the matter and

manner of expressing thoghts and ideas and adds to their *

fund of knowledge and experience.

We live in a society. As social being we like to hear

about our fellow men who live in society, their thoughts
and feelings, their likes and dislikes. The persons who have
the power of language to express human feelings, can be
regarded as litterateur who are well on the way to creating
literature. In other words, the subject matter of literature
is society in some form or other. A novelist portrays his
story of a specific or we may say multi-specific background,
apoet expresses his feeling on various heart touching world
of human emotion, enxiety etc. and we who read their works
are interested and feel at one with him and ourselves. After
all, society is this bond of fellov::%iip between man and man
through communication that the poet or writer seeks.

If literature expresses social sympathies, naturally
it is bound to exercise some positive influence on our mind
and attitude. Society reacts to literature in a living way. Any
inspiring piece of literary work creates general influence
on society. It rouses our feelings and enthusiasm for wel-
fare.

Mathew Arnold says that more and more mankind
will discover that we have to turn to poetry to interpret life
for us, to console us, to sustain us. Shelley has also called

poets the unacknowledged legislators of mankind. The func-
tion of a legislator is to lay down the law, a settled course
of action that men may follow. Poetry and literature gen-
erally do this in a quiet and unobtrusive way. Novels are
known to have changed the direction of the human mind
and set in motion movements that have altered our ways of
life. The novels of E. M. Forster indicates humanist view
of life. He tries to focus on human relationships and the
need for tolerance sympathy and love between individual
human beings from different parts of society and different

cultures_, >

The influence of literature on society is felt directly

or indifectly. Thus Miss Stowe’s “Uncle Tom’s Cabin’ was

directly responsible for a movement against slavery inlit-

erature and life in USA of those days. The novels of Dickens

had an indirect influence in creating in society a feeling

for regulating and removing social wrongs, calling for nec-

essary reforms. Hardy’s “Tess of the D’ Urbervilles” isa

vivid reflection of the social and moral degradation of the
eighteenth and mneteenth century England. Itis truely a

symbolic representanon of the disintegration of the En-

glish peasantry which can be regarded as the realistic out;»)ﬂ)/

come of the Industrial Revolution.

Thus, society creates literature. From this point 0 P\,.‘l
view, literature may be regarded as the mirror of the ,‘)‘\o“‘
ety. But the quality and nature of the reflection d
upon the writer’s attitude of mind, whether he is pgres-
sive in his outlook or reactionary.

Naturally, conservative-minded writer will stress
those aspects of social life, which put the traditional ways

Scanned by TapScanner




 of life in the best possible way. On the other hand, a pro-
gressive writer will tend to show how old ideals act as re-
straints on the natural freedom of the human mind, oripple
the free movement of man and women in an unrestricted
atmosphere, set for liberating new ideals and moving soci-
ety that looks forward to newer ways of lfe.

We expect sucha pragmatic perspective from the
writers. It is strongly expected that only the value base
literature may fill up the readers world with positive vibes
to change their personal as re!l as social attitude in order
to sprinkle warm light to the society we live.

Yugal Jyoti Borah
Editor,
EEKSHA,Vol-II
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Editorial

“Live as if you were to die tomorrow,
Learn as if you were to live forever”
~Mahatma Gandhi

This book s an attempt to provide an original perspective on range of
issues in educational social and cross-sectional research studies. The
multidisciplinary and mixed method of rescarch design involves all the

. subjectareas of social sciences such as political science, sociology, history,
~ economics literature etc. The editors of this book have organized a
- delightfully inclusive collection of chapters from various authors representing
different disciplines. The topics included in the book highlighted feacher
edtucation, teaching approaches, role of libraries, distance edcation,

- public sector enterprises, micro, small and medium enterprises,

"'i'izb pandemic public health and good governance, economic and
. environmental impact on indhstries, discussion relating to government
. schemes, Dalits of India, Indian freedom struggle, role of women in

o

" War, Assamese and English literature, and other related chapters from

| different subject areas.

- Thechaptersof the book incorporate interesting questions concerning
" educational policies, higher education, transactional strategies, political
awareness, role of government, and in the ield of Assamese and English
i literature etc. This is an era where ar iacreasing academic engagement
. has been seen that includes several disciplines under one subject. With the
help of multdisciplinary research numerous specialized branches of research

is team up having a common aim to contribute something new to the
* existing stock of knowledge. Itrefers to the collaboration of peoples from
. different disciplines which can be considered as collaborative research
" team. In the words of Molteberg and Bergstrom “Mulidisciplinary

. research addresses currenl actual, problems focusing on solving them-
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it tends to be applied and action or policy-orientated”. In India the
National Educational Policy-2020 envisaged to transform higher education
to more inclusive holistic and multidisciplinary in nature. This will represent ;
a unique educational approach that will allow students to construct and
explore knowledge from different curricular and co-curricular areas. The 3
education policy endorsed that r-ultidisciplinary curriculum comprises arts,
science, humanities, and health and well-being. Multidisciplinary approach -
reflects the Man-making education of Swami Vivekananda, Integral” S
education of Sri Aurobindo and Basic education of Mahatma Gandhi

in the true sense. Moreover, this book has tried to represent varieties of
research areas under one umbrella. Effort has been made to present the
search of new knowledge by various researchers of different subject
areas. It is best mentioned by Peter Sondergaard, Information is the oil

of the 21 century and analytics is the combustion engine.

December, 2022 Editors Desk
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