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Editorial

Society and Literature

Literature is the mirror of human thought and feel-
ings. It attracts the readers in t0 ways—the matter and

manner of expressing thoghts and ideas and adds to their *

fund of knowledge and experience. .

We live in asociety. As social being we like to hear

about our fellow men who live in society, their thoughts
and feelings, their likes and dislikes. The persons who have
the power of language to express human feelings, can be
regarded as litterateur who are well on the way to creating
literature. In other words, the subject matter of literature
is society in some form or other. A novelist portrays his
story of a specific or we may say multi-specific background,
apoet expresses his feeling on various heart touching world
of human emotion, enxiety etc. and we who read their works
are interested and feel at one with him and ourselves. After
-all, society is this bond of fellov:siip between man and man
through communication that the poet or writer seeks.

If literature expresses social sympathies, naturally
it is bound to exercise some positive influence on our mind
and attitude. Society reacts to literature ina living way. Any
inspiring piece of literary work creates general influence
on society. It rouses our feelings and enthusiasm for wel-
fare.

Mathew Arnold says that more and more mankind
will discover that we have to turn to poetry to interpret life
for us, to console us, to sustain us. Shelley has also called

poets the unacknowledged legislators of mankind. The func-
tion of a legislator is to lay down the law, a settled course
of action that men may follow. Poetry and literature gen-
erally do'this in a quiet and unobtrusive way. Novels are
known to have changed the direction of the human mind
and set in motion movements that have altered our ways of
life. The novels of E. M. Forster indicates humanist view
of life. He tries to focus on human relationships and the
need for tolerance, sympathy and love between individual
human beings from different parts of society and different
cultures_, - .

The influence of literature on society is felt directly
orinditectly. Thus Miss Stowe’s “Uncle Tom’s Cabin’ was
directly responsible for a movement against slavery inlit-
erature and life in USA of those days. The novels of Dickens
had an indirect influence in creating in society a feeling
for regulating and removing social wrongs, calling for nec-
essary reforms. Hardy’s “Tess of the D’Urbervilles” isa
vivid reflection of the social and moral degradation of the
eighteenth and nineteenth century England. Itis truely a
symbolic representatioﬂ of the disintegration of the En-
glish peasantry which can be regarded as the realistic pyb‘)'
come of the Industrial Revolution. " B!

Thus, society creates literature. From this point 0%"‘.
view, literature may be regarded as the mirror of the ¥ d\a“‘b
ety. But the quality and nature of the reflection dépen
upon the writer’s attitude of mind, whether he is pgres-
sive in his outlook or reactionary.

Naturally, conservative-minded writer will stress
those aspects of social life, which put the traditional ways
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of life in the best possible way. On the other hand, a pro-
gressive writer will tend to show how old ideals act as re-
straints on the natural freedom of the human mind, cripple
the free movement of man and women in an unrestricted
atmosphere, set for liberating new ideals and moving soci-
ety that looks forward to newer ways of life.

We expect sucha pragmatic perspective from the
writers. It is strongly expected that only the value bas',é
literature may fill up the readers world with positive vibes
to change their personal as well as social attitude in order
to sprinkle warm light to the society we live.

Yugal Jyoti Borah
Editor,
EEKSHA,Vol-II
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3 Numallgarh Reﬁ;mxy le;tesl £ i mlocated,atv
Jumaligarh in the District of Gol@ghat Assaxn ‘NRL is a
Jovernment of India Enterprf§e which’ was set up in
#iccordance with the prov1s1ons mad"c’in the hxstonc ‘Assam
" ccord’ signed on 15" 4 ggst, 1985. 1t was mcorporated
bn 22" April, 1993 and de31gned to process 3 MMPTA.
1 e company sta,rted commermal operatlons from the
month of October, . 2000. NRL is a group company of Oil
' dia Lmntecl and the present shareholdmg pattq'n of NRL
4: Oil India Limited -80. 16%., Govt. of Assam (GOA)’-
15.47% and Engineers India Ltd. (EIL)—4 37%, NRL is a
tcgory-I Mini Ratna PSU and 1t is the Y 011 Refinery in
4 Numaligarh Refiner'y Limited has excellent 'track
wcord and prOgresswe ‘outlook in terms of production,
nancial results, engergy conservation, safety etc. by
gularly upgrading its technology and undertaking
xpansion programmes. Many employment opportunities
> 5 // ae W
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of NRL attract people of different places and, therefore,

large number of people from other districts, tates migrat
to Numaligarh area to take employment opportunities
has both positive and negative economic impacts as well g
negative environmental impacts on the entire Numalig
area.

So, this, paper tries to analyze the economic af
environmental impacts of NRL on Numaligarh area o
Golaghat district. This paper is based on both primary an
secondary sources of data.,

(Key Words: Refinery, Economic developme
Expansion, Enterprise, Employment opportunity
Migrate, Environmental impact) ‘

‘A

INTRODUCTION:

Numaligarh Refinery Limited (NRL), a subsidiary 0
‘M/S Bharat Petroleum Limited, is a Public Secto
Undertaking (PSU) in Oi and Gas Sector. The Numalig art
Refinery Limited is located at Numaligarh in the Distri
of Golaghat, Assam. NRL was conceived as a vehicle fo
speedy industrial and economic development of the region
and it was set up i accordance with the provisions made
the historic * Assez Accord” signed on 15 August, 1985.1
ywas incorporated on 22 Apri, 1993 and designed &
process 3 MMPTA. The company started commercia
operations from the month of October, 2000. NRL is
Government of India Enterprise and itis a group company
of Oil India Limited. The present shareholding pattem 0

NRL is: Oil India Limited -80.16%, Gov. of Assam (GoA):

o /] v

g o and Engineers India Ltd. (EIL)-4.37%. NRL is a

wory-] Mini Ratna PSU and it s the 4* Oil Refinery in
. Numaligarh Refinery Limited has excellent track
ged and progressive outlook in terms of production,
gcial results, energy conservation, safety etc. by
arly upgrading its technology and undertaking
asion programmes. Many employment opporunities
L atract people of different places and, therefore, a
22 number of people from other districts, states migrate
Numaligarh ara to take employment opportunities. It
sboth positive and negative economic impacts aswellas
¢ environmental impacts on the entire Numaligarh
2. So, this paper tries to analyze the economic and
sironmental impacts of NRL on Numaligarh area of
ol atdistrict A ;

BIE

'i. e Major purppées of this paper are: '1_
1. Tokaow Shout Numaligarh Refny L1

2. Tofind outthecauses ofmigratin nthe Numaligarh
. area

3. Toanalyze the economic and ecological impacts of

NRL inits local area.

4. To find out the measures to reduce negative, ~
" cconomic impacts. M /%,c
" L /KT "’G\ph\:\w\a‘@
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