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“Hold fast to dreams,

For if dreams die

Life is a broken-winged bird
That cannot fly.”
~ Langston Hughes
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Editorial

Society and Literature

Literature is the mirror of human thought and feel-

ings. It attracts the readers in t0 ways—the matter and

manner of expressing thoghts and ideas and adds to their *

fund of knowledge and experience.

We live in asociety. As social being we like to hear

about our fellow men who live in society, their thoughts
and feelings, their likes and dislikes. The persons who have
the power of language to express human feelings, can be
regarded as litterateur who are well on the way to creating
literature. In other words, the subject matter of literature
is society in some form or other. A novelist portrays his
story of a specific or we may say multi-specific background,
apoet expresses his feeling on various heart touching world
of human emotion, enxiety etc. and we who read their works
are interested and feel at one with him and ourselves. After
all, society is this bond of fellov:s%iip between man and man
through communication that the poet or writer seeks.

If literature expresses social sympathies, naturally
it is bound to exercise some positive influence on our mind
and attitude. Society reacts to literature in a living way. Any
inspiring piece of literary work creates general influence
on society. It rouses our feelings and enthusiasm for wel-
fare.

Mathew Arnold says that more and more mankind
will discover that we have to turn to poetry to interpret life
for us, to console us, to sustain us. Shelley has also called

poets the unacknowledged legislators of mankind. The func-
tion of a legislator is to lay down the law, a settled course
of action that men may follow. Poetry and literature gen-
erally do this in a quiet and unobtrusive way. Novels are
known to have changed the direction of the human mind
and set in motion movements that have altered our ways of
life. The novels of E. M. Forster indicates humanist view
of life. He tries to focus on human relationships and the
need for tolerance, sympathy and love between individual
human beings from different parts of society and different
cultures_, :

The influence of literature on society is felt directly
or indifectly. Thus Miss Stowe’s “Uncle Tom’s Cabin’ was
directly responsible for a movement against slavery inlit-
erature and life in USA of those days. The novels of Dickens
had an indirect influence in creating in society a feeling
for regulating and removing social wrongs, calling for nec-
essary reforms. Hardy’s “Tess of the D’Urbervilles™ isa
vivid reflection of the social and moral degradation of the
eighteenth and mntteenth century England. Itis truely a
symbolic representatlon of the disintegration of the En-

glish peasantry which can be regarded as the realistic ou

come of the Industrial Revolution.

Thus, society creates literature. From this point 0 P~"'\‘
view, literature may be regarded as the mirror of the
ety. But the quality and nature of the reflection d
upon the writer’s attitude of mind, whether he is pgres-
sive in his outlook or reactionary.

Naturally, conservative-minded writer will stress
those aspects of social life, which put the traditional ways
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of life in the best possible way. On the other hand, a pro-
gressive writer will tend to show how old ideals act as re-
straints on the natural freedom of the human mind, cripple
the free movement of man and women in an unrestricted
atmosphere, set for liberating new ideals and moving soci-
ety that looks forward to newer ways of life.

We expect sucha pragmatic perspective from the
writers. It is strongly expect= that only the value base
literature may fill up the readers world with positive vibes
to change their personal as well as social attitude in order
to sprinkle warm light to the society we live.

Yugal Jyoti Borah
Editor,
EEKSHA, Vol-I1
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DISINTEGRATION OF ENGLSH
PEASANTRY IN THOMAS HARDY'S
TESS OF THE D'URBERVILLES’

Yugal Iyoti Borah
Assistant Professor

Department of English
Marangi Mehavidyalaya

Abstract:

Thomas Ha-dy’s remarkable novel “Tess of the
D'Urbervilles” was first published in 1891. The novel is very
typical in depiction of people, lfe style, moral constructs and
personal dilemmas of the day, especially regarding cross-class
conflicts. David Daiches says itis “ a story of innocence and
sophistication, of man and nature, of history and its elation o the
present, concentrated on the fate of a simple country girl..” Itis
knownto usthat Hardy is  great master in depicting the rich and
complex relatoinship between man and nature. The mid-twentieth
century visitor of Dorsetshire and the adjacent continues will be
unlikely to move easily into Hardy’s Wessex. In ll his novels
Hardy ries to putthe stories into a definie framework which has
2 proper social and economic background. In Tess of the

d'Urberviles also Hardy does not forgotten to build up his story
without such background. In thisstory the background is based
on the Victorian social and and economic condition resulting of

the Industrial Revolution. In this seting and socialbackgroundof

the novel Thomas Hardy destructive picture of the English coun-
try life. Through the whole story of the novel Jess of the
D'Urbervilles Thomas Hardy, with his atitic excellence, is go-

1 /] v

' Eyhashimself sated that the subjectof the novelis

 English peasantry. Actually the n0 '
having mualities of a social document of the nineteenth

L ~ (Key words: disint;gration, peasantry,

s noblelineage, nave Tess Durbeyfieldis seat by her sothful

 Gamily who bear the ancestral name ¢’ Urberville. Tess, attractive
" ﬁld innocent, is seduced by dissolute Alec d'Urberville and se-
- cretly bears achild, Somow, who dies in infancy. Later working s
- adairymaid, she meets and marries Angel Clare, an idealistic

tegration of English peasantry

¥ :
i of dis
ing to project the theme ionofthecharacte of Tess

ially with the symbolic represen

" It irl through
ofa “pure of woman {tisthe fate of Tess, a peasant gIr
o st has expressed his idea of the destruction of the

ichthe nove et
: vel is a comprehensive thesis

§- vl d ‘
Eﬁglan values, industrial

'Urberviles is a heart touching story ofan
ished family leams of

+ andignorant mother to make an appeal to anearby wealthy

gentleman who'rejects Tess aftr learning of her past on ther wed-
ding ight, Emotionally ereftand inancially impoverished, Tess
istrapped by necessity nto giving in once again o dUrbervill,
butshemurdershimwhenAngel retumns. * %
lnmeﬁameworkofﬂlisstoryﬂmmasﬂar&?lﬁspmjectéd
the theme of disintegration of peasntry in English society. He also

t!imo focus on various negative effects of the Industrial Revplu:
tion through the story of Tess. | M
' 6

Objectives: AN,
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\
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Editorial

Society and Literature

Literature is the mirror of human thought and feel-

ings. It attracts the readers in t0 ways—the matter and

manner of expressing thoghts and ideas and adds to their *

fund of knowledge and experience.

We live in a society. As social being we like to hear

about our fellow men who live in society, their thoughts
and feelings, their likes and dislikes. The persons who have
the power of language to express human feelings, can be
regarded as litterateur who are well on the way to creating
literature. In other words, the subject matter of literature
is society in some form or other. A novelist portrays his
story of a specific or we may say multi-specific background,
apoet expresses his feeling on various heart touching world
of human emotion, enxiety etc. and we who read their works
are interested and feel at one with him and ourselves. After
all, society is this bond of fellov:s%iip between man and man
through communication that the poet or writer seeks.

If literature expresses social sympathies, naturally
it is bound to exercise some positive influence on our mind
and attitude. Society reacts to literature in a living way. Any
inspiring piece of literary work creates general influence
on society. It rouses our feelings and enthusiasm for wel-
fare.

Mathew Arnold says that more and more mankind
will discover that we have to turn to poetry to interpret life
for us, to console us, to sustain us. Shelley has also called

poets the unacknowledged legislators of mankind. The func-
tion of a legislator is to lay down the law, a settled course
of action that men may follow. Poetry and literature gen-
erally do this in a quiet and unobtrusive way. Novels are
known to have changed the direction of the human mind
and set in motion movements that have altered our ways of
life. The novels of E. M. Forster indicates humanist view
of life. He tries to focus on human relationships and the
need for tolerance, sympathy and love between individual
human beings from different parts of society and different
cultures_, s

The influence of literature on society is felt directly
or indifectly. Thus Miss Stowe’s “Uncle Tom’s Cabin’ was
directly responsible for a movement against slavery inlit-
erature and life in USA of those days. The novels of Dickens
had an indirect influence in creating in society a feeling
for regulating and removing social wrongs, calling for nec-
essary reforms. Hardy’s “Tess of the D’ Urbervilles™ is a
vivid reflection of the social and moral degradation of the
eighteenth and nmtteenth century England. Itis truely a
symbolic representatlon of the disintegration of the En-

glish peasantry which can be regarded as the realistic ou

come of the Industrial Revolution.

Thus, society creates literature. From this point 0 F\"' ‘(‘“@
view, literature may be regarded as the mirror of the
ety. But the quality and nature of the reflection d e(p}§
upon the writer’s attitude of mind, whether he is pl%gres-
sive in his outlook or reactionary.

Naturally, conservative-minded writer will stress
those aspects of social life, which put the traditional ways
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of life in the best possible way. On the other hand, a pro-
gressive writer will tend to show how old ideals actas re-
straints on the natural freedom of the human mind, cripple
the free movement of man and women in an unrestricted
atmosphere, set for liberating new ideals and moving soci-
ety that looks forward to newer ways of life.

We expect such a pragmatic perspective from the
writers. It is strongly expect= that only the value base
literature may fill up the readers world with positive vibes
to change their personal as well as social attitude in order
to sprinkle warm light to the society we live.
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Editor,
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